WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A teleconferencing method for performing a 
teleconference by using an area set in a database in a server, 
comprising: 

causing a source terminal to add to a message, a header 
including a flag indicating whether the message is sent as a 
private communication and information for identifying a 
recipient of the message, and to send the message to the 
server; 

causing the server to transfer the message, to which the 
flag is added, to the recipient terminal based on the 
information identifying the recipient; and 

causing the recipient terminal to display the message 
transferred from the server terminal, along with information 
indicating the private communication. 

2. A message control method for causing a server to provide 
a private communication service in a teleconference, 
comprising: 

receiving a message from a source terminal, to which 
message a header including a flag indicating whether the 
message is sent as a private communication and information for 
identifying a recipient terminal is added; and 

transferring to the recipient terminal the received 
message, based on the information identifying the recipient 



terminal . 

3. A message control method for performing private 
communication among terminals participating in a 
teleconference by using an area set in a database in a server, 
comprising: 

causing a source terminal to add to a message a header 
including a flag indicating whether the message is sent as a 
private communication and information for identifying a 
recipient of the message, and to send the message to the server 
terminal ; and 

causing the recipient terminal to display the message 
transferred from the server terminal, along with information 
indicating the message is sent as the private communication. 

4 . The message control method according to claim 3, wherein 
the source terminal receives a private communication 
selection that selects whether the message is sent as the 
private communication and a recipient selection indicating 
the recipient of the message transferred as the private 
communication, and creates the header based on the private 
communication selection and the recipient-selection. 

5 . The message control method according to claim 3, wherein 
the recipient terminal displays the message, and the 
information that the message is sent as the private 
communication on the same display area where a general message 
is displayed. 



6- A teleconferencing system for performing a 
teleconference by using an area set in a database in a server, 
comprising: 

a source terminal comprising a sending system that sends 
a message to the server , while adding a header to the message, 
the header including a flag indicating whether the message is 
sent as private communication and information for identifying 
a recipient of the message; 

the server comprising transferring system that 
transfers to the recipient terminal the message to which the 
flag is added, based on the information identifying the 
recipient; and 

the recipient terminal comprising a display system that 
displays the message transferred from the server terminal, 
along with information indicating the message is sent as the 
private communication . 

7. A server for providing a private communication service 
in a teleconference, comprising: 

a receiver that receives from a source terminal a 
message to which a header including a flag indicating whether 
the message is sent as a private communication and information 
for identifying a recipient; and 

a transferring system that transfers to the recipient 
the received message, to which the flag indicating the message 
is sent as the private communication is added, based on the 
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information identifying the recipient. 

8 . A system including terminals participating in a 
teleconference by using an area set in a database in a server, 
comprising: 

a source terminal comprising a sending system that sends 
a message to the server, while adding to the message a header 
including a flag indicating whether the message is sent as 
private communication and information for identifying a 
recipient of the message; and 

a recipient terminal comprising a display system that 
displays the message transferred from the server, along with 
information indicating the message is sent as the private 
communication. 

9. A computer-readable recording medium on which is 
recorded a program for controlling a server for providing a 
private communication service in a teleconference and for 
causing a computer to execute: 

receiving from a source terminal a message to which a 
header is added including a flag indicating whether the 
message is sent as a private communication and information for 
identifying a recipient; and 

transferring to a recipient terminal the received 
message, to which the flag indicating that the message is sent 
through the private communication is added, based on the 
information identifying the recipient. 



10. A computer readable recording medium on which is 
recorded a program for controlling a plurality of terminals 
for performing a private communication service in a 
teleconference and for causing a computer to execute: 

sending to a server a message, while adding to the 
message a header including a flag indicating whether or not 
the message is sent as private communication and information 
for identifying a recipient of the message; and 

displaying the message received from the server, along 
with information that the message is sent as the private 
commun i cat i on - 

11. The computer-readable recording medium according to 
claim 10, wherein, in sending the message to the server, a 
source terminal accepts a private communication selection 
indicating whether the message is sent through the private 
communication or not and a recipient selection indicating the 
recipient of the message in the private communication, and 
creates the header based on the private communication 
selection and the recipient selection. 

12. The computer readable recording medium according to 
claim 10, wherein, in displaying the message received from the 
server, a recipient terminal displays the message, to which 
the flag indicating that the message is sent through the 
private communication is added, and the information that the 
message is sent as the private communication on the same 



display area where a general message is displayed. 
13. A teleconferencing method for performing a 
teleconference with a server and a plurality of terminals, the 
server transferring a message sent from one of the terminals 
to the other terminals, each of the other terminals displaying 
cumulatively a scrolled message display screen each time the 
transferred message is" received, the method comprising; 

causing a source terminal to accept a private 
communication selection indicating whether the message is 
sent as a private communication and a recipient selection 
indicating a recipient of the message in the private 
communication, to create and to send a privacy message when 
the private communication selection exists or a general 
message when there is no the private communication selection; 

causing the server to transfer the general message to 
all of the terminals participating in the teleconference or 
to transfer the privacy message to the recipient terminal; and 

causing the terminal to display the general message on 
a display area of the message display screen or to display the 
privacy message on the display area along with information 
indicating that the privacy message is private communication. 



